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CENTRAL INTETL LIGENCE AGENCY

OFFICE (F NATIONAL ESTIMATES
19 April 1962

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIKECTOR
SUBJECT: Likelihood of Soviet Antivissile Claims and Denon-
strations in the Near Future

l. In a series of estimates, begimning with NIE 11-4-60,
"Main Trends in Soviet Capobilities ana Policies, 1960~1965,"
published 1 Decerber 1960, we have drawn attention to the polit-
ilcal and psychological advantages which the Soviets would expect
to obtoin fron early deployient of an antinissile systen, even one
of linited wllitary effectiveness, A nwiber of considerations,
set forth below, lead us to believe that the USSR will nake a
strenuocus effort, within the next few weeks or uonths, t0 persuade

the world thot it hos an operational antirissile capobility.

2e The Inaze of Soviet Strength. Moscow sets great store

on eultivating a worldvide belief in Soviet uilitary Supericrity.
This effort has in the past depended heavily on clains in the
strategic nissile field, but Khrushechev recognizes that receut US

statevents and press stories, based in part on a new Washington
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estinate of Soviet ICBM strength, have blunted this approach for

the time being, especlally anong NATO governtients.,

3. Effect of Fortheoming US Demonstrations, The Soviets

know that the US is on the verge of Nike-Zeus systens tests.

They must reckon on at least sore US successes gt Kwajalein, acw
companied by widespread publicity. They tust feel themselves under
considerable pressure to show even greater progress and to do this

before the first US successes.

Lhe Nuclear Testing. Tt seens certain that the Soviets will

resure nuclear testing after, and rerhaps hard upon, the beginning
of US testing in the atmosphere. This will, provide then with an
opportunity for any high-altitude detonations they wish to under-~
Take and publicize as port of an effort to demonstrate an anti-

missile capability.

2+ FPreparatory Propaganda. The Soviet press ahd radio have

glven considerable play to Malinovsky's October statement that
the "problen of destroying rockets in flight" have been "solved,”
More recently, Khrushchev's statement on a "global rocket" has
been used to support a claim that US warning and defense systers

are useless. These two propositions appear deslgned to prepare
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the ground for assertlions that the USSR has an effective anti-

nlssile defense ang that the US has not,

6. Status of the Soviet ABM Program. The Soviets probably

have conducted flrings against inconing ballistic missiles, and
their 1961 nueclear test series included detonations designed to
detertiine the ability of antimissile systen radars to track in
the presence of debris and lonization from nuclear burstu. They
Probably are ready for corplete ABM systen testing, and they nay
have begun the construction of operational sites. Thus the USSR
ey be in o position to roke clains which have a substantial

basls in fact and eould be demonstrated in a genuine fashion,

T« FPossible Soviet Clains. In view of the irpending US

tests, and considering past patterns of Soviet military_propaganda,
the Soviets are unlikely to confine themselves to claining parity
with the US or o slight.lead. Instead, they will probably enploy
sensational yet imprecise assertions to suggest an antirdssile
capability already in being and highly effective against all kinds
of enerny rmissiles, They will be concerned to influence offilelial
US appraisals, but even more to nake a great irpact on general

opinion, Thus, if they are not Yet ready to undertake demonstrations
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disclosure, the Sovietg will hevertheless search for ways to nake
their asserted capabllities widely eredible, To this end, they
uight publigh Photographs of objeats deseribed ag antinissile
missiles ang launching sites, They might brint stories concerning
the activitieg of antirrdssile units, or bublicly designate g
Commander of Antinissile Forces, They right bublish photographs,
foked or genuine, of the destruction of ope misgile in flight by

another,

8. Possible Denbnstrations. The Soviet leaders will recog=

nize, however, that the success of these efforts will depend heavily

sputniks, Thig achigvenent ight be the interception of o nmissile
over Kamchafka, accorpanied by as ruch publicity ag wags conslstent
with security requirerents, They would expect this feat to be

accepted by the yg Governrient ang wauld hope that Washington would

be corpelled o confire: their bublic elains,

Qs Finally, they might attermpt to destroy g satellite in
orbit, caleulating that nost uniformeq People would be ready to

equate this feat with the interception of an ICEM, If thig were
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an getively transnitting satellite, the USSR conld eount on
forelgn tracking stations to confirn its destruction. In our
estinates, we have pointed out that the USSR could probably in-
tercept a satellite by antinissile facilities in about 1963
(provided that such facilities were suitably nodified) or perhape
even earlier by a Jury-rigged ballistic missile. Considering the
Soviet conecern to inhibit US reconnaissance satellite prograus,
the probable present status of antimissile'ﬁrograms in the USSR,
and other ineoneclusive but susplclous evidence on Soviet tracking
and other related activities, we now believe the chances are at
least even that the USSR will soon be Prepared to atterpt a satel-
lite interception. While we cannct exclude the possibility of
attock upon a US satellite, we think it more likely that o Soviet

vehicle would be the target for such an initial effort,
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